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Growing through our witness to Christ, Worship, Traditional Biblical Teaching, Loving Fellowship and Prayer.
A growing church in the northeast part of Portland near 1-84 and 1-205, 2 blocks south of Sandy Blvd.

Bringing good out of evil

In April our church met together not only on Sundays to celebrate two of the
positive events in Jesus life—his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
and his resurrection from the dead on Easter Day. We also came to church on
Maundy Thursday to remember the last supper he held with his disciples before
one of them betrayed him. And we held two services on Good Friday to contem-
plate his sacrificial death for us on a cross. As Christians, we do not shy away
from painful events because we know that God can work through them for good.

In the Old Testament, Joseph was cruelly sold into slavery by his brothers and un-
fairly imprisoned in Egypt before being given great responsibility which allowed
him to feed his family during afamine. Reflecting on his brothers actions, he sad

to them, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish

what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” (Genesis 50:20)

In the New Testament, Paul declares. “We know that in dl things God works for

the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his pur-
pose.” (Romans 8:28) God used the crud and unfair suffering and desth of his

Son Jesus Chrigt to bring about our savation. As Peter explained, “When they

hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made not
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore
our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteous-
ness, by his wounds you have been heded.” (1 Peter 2: 23-24)

I n these weeks following the massacre in Virginia, we can pray that one man’s as-

sault will not be the final word in that community. We can pray that God, though
angered and griedtricken, will bring some good out of this atrocity. This month,

as we meet together on Ascension Day (May 17) we will be reminded that “we

have a great high priest who has gone through the healens the Son of God.

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help usin our time of need.” (Hebrews 4: 14, 16)

David L. Humphrey



